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Me

3

Let me introduce myself
Introduce yourself to a future reader. 
Answer some (or all) of these questions.Answer some (or all) of these questions.Answer some (or all) of these questions.

What kind of person are you? 
What would a stranger first notice about you? 

What do your friends and/or your family think of you?

What do you like doing? 
How is your work/life balance? 

Do you hold any 
strong opinions or beliefs? 

33

What ambitions do you have: 
– for the immediate future? 
– for the long-term? 
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Language passport
My school/college

I go/went to college at .

Write the names of some teachers who helped you. Say why they were good.

School subjects
The subjects I studied: 

My favourite subjects: 

My most difficult subjects: 

I would like to learn more about: 

I never want to have any more lessons on: 

Examinations, qualifications & experience

�

Examinations I have passed:

Qualifications I have:

Things I have learnt outside school:

Work experience:

Experience of other cultures (travel, meeting people, reading, etc.):
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My languages 
My mother tongue is .

What languages can you speak? Complete the table. (1 = just a little, 5 = fluently)

These languages would be useful for me to learn in the future:

Circle the best phrase to complete these sentences for you.

I find it very easy / quite easy / quite difficult / very difficult to  

learn a language. 

I think that the most important thing in learning a language is to  

be able to speak / listen / read / write in the new language.

The most difficult thing for me is speaking / listening /  

reading / writing.

I would like to improve my pronunciation / spelling /  

vocabulary / grammar / fluency.

�

Language:    
Speaking	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5

Writing	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5

Listening	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5

Reading	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5	 1	 	2	 	3	 	4	 	5

Number of  
years studied
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My English

�

My evaluation of my current levels of knowledge and skills in English:

I would really like to be able to do these things successfully and correctly in English:

‘ ’
  The English language is nobody’s special property. It is the property   

         of the imagination: it is the property of the language itself.
Derek Walcott (West-Indian poet, playwright & writer, 1930–)

My main ambitions and hopes for this Advanced course:

Things I do outside class time to help improve my English:
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My grammar
The following grammar items are studied at Common European Framework level B2. 
How confident do you feel about your own understanding and use of each one?  
(1 = I don’t know this very well. 2 = I know this fairly well. 3 = I have few problems 
with this.)

�

Grammar item For example 1 2 3
What clauses What I really like is rock music.
Will for present habits Hungry sharks will attack humans.
Present continuous for present habits She’s always arguing.
Used to for past habits  He used to be a good swimmer.
Would for past habits He would train every morning.
Be/Get used to I can’t get used to English food.
Defining relative clauses She likes clothes that stand out.
Non-defining relative clauses He’s having dinner with his parents,  
 who always arrive late.
Participle clauses People suffering from …
Present perfect & past simple Have you heard from her?
 Did you hear from her last week?
Present perfect simple & continuous I’ve finished my exams.
 I’ve been hanging out with friends.
Narrative tenses I was walking home when …
-ever words You can’t just say whatever you like.
Past perfect continuous It had been raining for hours.
Real & unreal conditions I’ll do it if I have the time.
 I’d do it if I had the time.
 I’d have done it if I’d had the time.
I wish & If only I wish I’d listened to her.
 If only I’d listened to her.
Should have I should have listened to her.
Future continuous I’ll be seeing him next week.
Future perfect I’ll have finished this by three o’clock.
Modals of speculation It must have been a virus.
Modals of permission, obligation  We didn’t need to register. 
& prohibition They will have to apply later.
Adjective order a little red Italian leather bag
Adjectives & modifying adverbs absolutely fantastic; quite easy
Reporting He said he’d done it.
The & geographical names the Pacific, the Alps, the USA
So & such She’s such a good artist.
Passive  The map had been stolen.
Passive reporting verbs The gold is rumoured to be here.
Causative She had her hair done.
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Needs analysis

�
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English is important for me because 

 .

I will need English in the future to 

 .

Tick the boxes to show how important these  
things are for you now or in the near future.

Which two or three are your priorities? Mark them with a V.

important
Describe people’s character and behaviour

Narrate a series of events

Express opinions and discuss topics

Participate in meetings

Understand and make presentations

Negotiate

Succeed in job interviews

Socialize in English

Make complex travel arrangements

Adapt language for different situations

Describe products and processes

Read for enjoyment

Work with complex texts (e.g. scientific, historical,  
business-related)

Make telephone calls with confidence

Use the internet productively

Understand films and TV programmes

Be aware of different writing styles, implied meaning, use  
of irony, etc.

Write and read notes, memos and emails

Write and read business and personal letters

Pass an exam
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Diary

9

‘ ’

You will find diary sections throughout this Portfolio. These are for you to write your 
thoughts while you study the course. How you use it is up to you. You can answer the 
question or use the diary space to write down:

• your answer to other questions on the page.
• interesting things that happen during lessons or study time.
• important or useful things you learn during the course.
• thoughts about what you are learning and how you are studying.
• things that are easy or difficult for you.
• things that you enjoy or don’t enjoy.
• conversations you have with the teacher or other students. 

Look at the sample diary entry from page 15 of this Portfolio. It gives you an idea of 
the kind of thing you could write.

Have you got a good memory? What strategies do you use to remember things?

 The pages are still blank, but there is a miraculous 
      feeling of the words being there, written in 
         invisible ink and clamouring to become visible.
                   Vladimir Nabokov (Russian-American author, 1899–1977)

‘

I have a terrible memory – if I don’t write things down, I tend to forget 

all about them. I used to get into all sorts of trouble for things I’d 

forgotten to do. Now I have a diary for all my appointments (social and 

otherwise) and also for when homework is due.

I’ve tried several different strategies for remembering vocabulary but 

the ones that seem to work for me are these:

- for words in a set, I make up a sentence with the first letter of each  

word. The first letter is usually enough to help me remember the word. 

- for words that aren’t in a set or group, I try to incorporate them into 

a story. It seems easier to remember the story than the list.

A friend of mine uses mind maps – she uses a program on her PC 

to make them. She prefers that to writing them by hand because she can 

add     to     them     at     a     later     date and     they      still     look     neat     and     organized.
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1a A fresh start

10

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand detailed information in an article. 
 I can guess unfamiliar words in an article from context.
 I can use vocabulary in a flexible and precise way.
 I can use different verb forms in context.

Reasons for travel
Which of these statements are true for you? 

• I would like to live and work for a few years in another country.
• It’s possible that I will emigrate permanently to another country.
• I would consider travelling to another country for vital medical treatment.
• I might travel to get good value cosmetic surgery.

A fresh start
Have you ever made a fresh start in your own life? What things changed – and what didn’t?

Changes 
Complete these sentences so that they are true for you.

If I ever changed my name, I’d call myself . . .
When people ask me if I’m adaptable, I say . . .
The thing I’d most like to transform    in my own appearance   is    . . .

Diary
You are starting a new course. What are you looking forward to?

‘ ’
  I was going to have cosmetic surgery until I noticed   
        that the doctor’s office was full of portraits by Picasso.

Rita Rudner (American comedian, 1956–)
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Date: 

11

How did you feel?
How did you feel on your first day at secondary school? 

Circle the adjectives that best describe how you felt.

nervous   curious   excited   worried   
overwhelmed   anxious   motivated   
indifferent   energetic   intimidated

First days
What other first days can you remember? Write three sentences about them.

Approximation
There are six approximating expressions in this short extract. Find and underline them.

My daughter Freya’s first day at school was very nearly the most apprehensive I have ever felt. 
Even though she’d been attending a nursery for roughly three of her four years, being faced 
with somewhere in the region of 100 new school friends was quite scary, for me. Freya on 
the other hand seemed quite unfazed by it all. We set off from home around eight thirty and 
arrived at the classroom just before nine o’clock. I stayed for ten minutes or so and as I was 
leaving, I realized that she was OK – probably happier than me! 

11

1b First day
Can do (tick ✓)

 I can extract useful information from a radio interview. 
 I can understand and use approximation when talking.
 I can distinguish between and use simple and continuous verb forms.
 I can talk about my feelings in different difficult situations.

‘ ’
I was fourteen when I started modelling. At the end of that first day 
  my mum said, “If you want to do this, you’re on your own because 
    I’m not traipsing around London ever again like that. It’s a nightmare.”
                 Kate Moss (British model & fashion designer, 1974–)

‘Come on, Mr Turner. 
I’m sure your new class won’t be 
as bad as we were last year.’
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1c Growing up

12

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can use a set of vocabulary items related to age.
 I can understand and use reference words. 
 I can discuss the pros and cons of different life stages.
 I can use substitution words to avoid repetition.

‘ ’
If you live to the age of a hundred – you’ve made it! 
   Because very few people die over the age of a hundred.
          George Burns (American comedian – who died just after turning 100! 1896–1996)

Webcam to the future
Imagine that you have a webcam link to see yourself when 
you are getting on for 80. Describe what you look like and the 
kind of life your future self is living.

Imagine that you have a webcam link to see yourself when Imagine that you have a webcam link to see yourself when 
you are getting on for 80. Describe what you look like and the you are getting on for 80. Describe what you look like and the 

The best years of our lives …
Write an adjective to describe each of these periods of your life 
that you have either experienced or that you will experience.

childhood (3–12)
adolescence (13–18)
twenty-something
thirty-something
in my fifties
retired

Which period of your life has been your favourite so far? Why?

Growing up or just growing old 
Complete this joke with two adjectives. Then check the original joke on page 64. What is your 
attitude to growing old?

Growing old is . Growing up is .
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Date: 

13

1d The quarterlife crisis
Can do (tick ✓)

 I can understand and summarize the ideas in extended speech.
 I can clarify and uphold my opinions in a discussion. 
 I can form nouns from verbs using different suffixes.
 I can form nouns from adjectives using different suffixes.

‘ ’‘ ’

Nouns & adjectives
What are the adjective forms of these nouns? 

innocence production
modesty e uivalence
sympathy thoroughness

Quarterlife issues
Think about your parents’ life when they were in their twenties. In what 
ways was it easier and/or more difficult for people then than nowadays?

Three-quarterlife issues
What issues might concern people when they are coming up for 60 years old?

Diary
You have finished the first unit. How are you getting on? What is the most useful thing you have 
learnt so far?

To be mature means to face, and not evade, every fresh crisis that comes. 
 Fritz Kunkel (German physician, 1889–1956)

‘Geoffrey’s at a 
difficult age.’
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2a Memory

1�

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can read and understand details in a text about memory.
 I can verify facts.
 I can use different gerund and infinitive structures with accuracy.
 I can use a set of words related to memory.

Memory
What is your most vivid childhood memory? What is your earliest memory?

Memory verbs
The verbs in these four sentences have become mixed up. Correct them.

1 Remember me to post that letter when we go to town.

2 One way to learn vocabulary is to reminisce it.

3 He loves to sit in his armchair and remind about the past.

4 I usually memorize to lock my car door.

Some expressions with memory
Match the expressions to their definitions.

1 a memory like a sieve a)  as far back as people can remember
2 a trip down memory lane b)  an occasion when people reminisce
3 in living memory c)  if I remember correctly
4 if my memory serves me well d)  I forget things easily

3 He loves to sit in his armchair and remind about the past.3 He loves to sit in his armchair and remind about the past.

Sorry I’m late. 
I forgot.

‘ ’Happiness is nothing more than good health and a bad memory.
Albert Schweitzer (German theologian & philosopher, 1875–1965)

Did you know?

• John von Neumann (1903–1957) was able to recite 

a whole novel verbatim after reading it just once.

• British photographer Creighton Carvello 

remembered the entire order of a shuffled pack of 

cards in 2 minutes 17 seconds (a world record).

• There is a World Memory Championship, the 

brainchild of memory expert Tony Buzan.
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Date: 

1�

2b Memory man

Memory test
Look at these cards for 30 seconds. Then cover them and see if you can recall all of them in the 
right order.

Cards
Have you ever played cards? Describe your experience in less than 50 words.

Diary
Have you got a good memory? What strategies do you use to remember things?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can extract numbers and statistics from an interview.
 I can verify information from a listening.
 I can give a detailed description of a method or procedure.
 I can use chunking to improve the coherence of my speech.
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2c Bicycle history

1�

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand the main ideas in a text.
 I can use a set of phrases and idioms containing the word way.
 I can discuss different means of transport.
 I can explain my choices and justify my opinions.

Cycling
Do you cycle to school/work? If yes, describe your journey. 
If not, describe the last time you were on a bike.

Urban cycle lanes
In the UK buses sometimes share lanes with cyclists and cars are often parked at the side of 
the road on cycle lanes, making the life of a cyclist a dangerous one. Do cyclists share the same 
problems in your country? In what ways is it better, worse or similar?

Diary
How are you coping with the reading at this level? 
Do you ever read books in English?

Joke
Jack and Jill have just cycled to the top 

of a steep hill on their tandem bicycle.

– Phew, that was hard work, said Jack.

– Yeah, good job I kept the brakes on, 

said Jill, otherwise we’d have slid all 

the way back down.

1�1�

Diary

Did you know?
• There are about one billion bicycles in the world – twice as many as the number of cars.• China has the most bicycles – 400 million.• The world speed record on a bicycle is 245 kph.

• The longest ride on a unicycle is 14,687 km.
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Date: 

1�

2d Memory stores

My museums
Complete these sentences so that they are true for you.

The best museum I’ve ever been to was .

The most interesting exhibits were .

It was good because .

The worst museum I’ve ever been to was .

The worst exhibits were .

It was bad because .

Comparisons
Make some imaginative – or poetic – comparisons.

• The colder the weather the more ...

• My journey today was like ...

• By far the best ...

• In my opinion ... is nowhere near as good as ...

• ... is only slightly better than ...

Your statue
The people in your home town have decided to commemorate your life by 
erecting a statue of you. What would you be doing in the statue? What words 
would form the inscription at the base of the statue?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can clarify and uphold my opinions in a formal meeting.
 I can present a proposal at a formal meeting.
 I can use comparative structures and modified comparatives.
 I can listen to people discussing different museums and understand details.

‘ ’Everyone has a photographic memory. Some don’t have film.
Anonymous

Looking at things differently
The term memory store suggests an 
interesting and unusual way of looking 
at a museum. Can you think of a similarly 
unusual way of describing:

• a fridge (e.g. a mouldy cheese 
collection facility)?

• a hotel?
• the internet?
• an infant’s nursery?
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3a Consumer society

1�

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand cohesion and coherence in a text.
 I can put to use new collocations I have learnt.
 I can use auxiliary verbs to add emphasis or show contrast.
 I can discuss attitudes to money and debt.

Debt facts
Which of these facts do you find the most worrying? Is the situation similar in your country?

• Total personal debt in the UK is over £1,000,000,000 (one billion pounds).
• For most UK citizens their biggest debt is a mortgage (= a loan to buy a house).
• The second biggest debt in the UK is credit cards.
• In 2006 over 100,000 people in Britain went bankrupt.
• The average debt of people who seek help from advice agencies is over £13,000.
• In 2007 some lenders gave mortgages that were six times a person’s annual salary. Such a 

high loan would be very hard to repay.

Emphatic replies
Rewrite these mixed-up sentences.

Diary
You are now in the third unit of Straightforward Advanced. How is it going? Do you feel that the 
level is right for you? What is proving to be the most challenging?

‘Money frees you from doing things you dislike. 
      Since I dislike doing nearly everything, money is very handy.

Groucho Marx (American film comedian, 1890–1977)’

me do there’s call a problem if phone night I try you to really last did

enjoy I cup do a of coffee good 
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Date: 
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3b Rubbish!

Recycling – What do you know?
Complete the gaps using these percentages. 

1 On average  of the money you spend on a product goes on the packaging.

2 Up to  of a car can be recycled.

3 On average  of the waste in a household dustbin can be composted.

4  less energy is used to make recycled paper than to make paper from raw materials.

The ‘greenest’ countries
Which of these countries do you think recycles the most waste? And which the least? Rank them 
in order from 1 (the most) to 5 (the least).

 The UK   The Netherlands   Portugal    Germany    Switzerland

How green are you?
How good are you at recycling your household 
waste? Are you better or worse than the average 
person, do you think?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information from a listening.
 I can take part in an extended conversation about a current issue.
 I can understand the subtle differences between words of a similar meaning.
 I can add emphasis to my speech by using fronting.

How green are you?How green are you?

Did you know?
• Plastic can take up to 500 years to decompose.• Glass is 100% recyclable. It can be used again and again.• It takes 24 trees to make 1 ton of newspaper.

80%   70%   16%   50%

9781405095853.indd   19 19/11/07   13:37:44



3c Competitive eating

20

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information in a text.
 I can prepare questions for and carry out an interview.
 I can guess unfamiliar words in an article from context.
 I can understand and use a set of words beginning with the prefix over-.

I could eat ...
Your friends have secretly entered you into an eating competition. To qualify you have to choose 
one of these events. Which one will you choose? Why?

• eat 2O fried eggs in three minutes
• eat five live wild insects
• eat a whole roasted snake 

If you could have your own choice of food for the competition, what would it be?

Joke
A man went to the doctor’s ...

‘I feel terrible,’ he said. ‘I think it might be your diet,’ replied the doctor. ‘What do you eat?’ ‘Well,’ said the man. ‘The only thing I can eat is snooker balls. For example, yesterday, I had two browns for breakfast, three reds and a pink for lunch and then a blue for supper.’ ‘Ah,’ said the doctor. ‘I understand the problem now. You’re not getting enough greens.’

Over words
Which words with over complete these definitions?

1 When you  things, you work too hard and 
make yourself ill.

2 When a bath , the water level becomes 
too high and the room floods.

3 An  garden is untidy and full of weeds.

4 When you  you perform badly in an 
exaggerated way in a film.

5 If you feel , you are too sure and certain 
of yourself.

Eating competitions
What’s your opinion of the eating competitions like the ones in 
the coursebook? Is it acceptable to offer people the chance of big 
prizes for such behaviour? Why or why not?

9781405095853.indd   20 15/12/08   12:47:13



Date: 

21

3d A cautionary tale

2121

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can distinguish between different sections of a radio programme.
 I can add emphasis by using cleft sentences.
 I can use affixes to form adjectives from nouns and verbs.
 I can discuss the positive and negative aspects of a given situation.

What is a cautionary tale?

A cautionary tale is a story (usually passed 

down from generation to generation) to 

warn the listener of a danger.  There are 

three parts to a cautionary tale: the first 

part is details of the taboo or prohibition, 

the second is the story of someone who 

ignored the warning and the third part is a 

description of that person’s unpleasant fate. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald 

Dahl is a famous cautionary tale for children. 

If you don’t know the story, you can look it 

up on the internet.

Cautionary tales
What cautionary tales do you know? 

Adjectival suffixes
Write the adjective form of these words.

picture  adverb  excite  comprehend

Diary
What things do you listen to in English? 
What do you find difficult when listening to English? 
What things affect how difficult it is for you (e.g. accent)? 
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4a Voicing complaints

22

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can distinguish between information from different sources.
 I can tell an anecdote based on an event in my own life.
 I can express irritation about issues that annoy me.
 I can imitate different intonations and ways of speaking.

When do you complain?
Would you / Do you complain in these situations? 

1 You order a drink in a bar and the glass has traces of 
lipstick on it.

2 The person sitting next to you on a flight is very large 
and you don’t have enough room to eat your in-flight meal.

3 You are in the cinema. The person in front of you is very 
tall and you can’t see the middle of the screen.

4  The shop assistant who serves you in a department store 
is rather surly and doesn’t say please or thank you.

In what other situations would you complain?

How do you feel?
These adjectives all refer to anger. Rank them in order from 1 (the strongest) to 5 (the weakest).

   furious   irritated   annoyed   angry   incensed

Diary
What kind of things make you angry? Have you ever complained in English?

‘ ’Man invented language to satisfy his deep need to complain.
Lily Tomlin (American actress & comedienne, 1939–)
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4b Voice complaints

Voice reactions
Can you recall an incident when someone’s voice 
frightened you or disturbed you? Where were you? 
What happened? 

Voices
Describe these voices.

• An 8O-year-old actor playing a tyrannical 
king in a Shakespeare play.

• A survivor of a plane crash who is now 
in hospital.

• An angry businesswoman who has just lost 
a big deal because of her colleague’s error.

• A teenage poet reading a pretentious poem 
about spring flowers.

What is your favourite accent? Why do you like it so much?

Voiced & unvoiced
Which of the two sounds appears most often in each sentence?

1 /T/ or /D/ There are three things they think are truthful.
2 /S/ or /Z/ Surely, she usually measures these televisions.
3 /s/ or /z/ Where’s Sue’s summer suit? Are these Sean’s bills?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can extract general and specific information from a radio programme.
 I can use a variety of verbs and structures to report direct speech.
 I can use a set of words that collocate with the word voice.
 I can distinguish between voiced and unvoiced sounds.
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4c In the limelight

2�

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information in a text.
 I can put forward and uphold my opinions on a familiar topic.
 I can give anecdotal examples to confirm information about myself.
 I can understand and use a set of words related to emotional reactions.

Centre of attention
When were you last the centre of attention? Describe what you were 
doing and how you felt.

Idioms with cry
Match the idioms to the definitions.

1 to cry your eyes out a) don’t waste your time – it’s in the past now
2 don’t cry over spilt milk b) for heaven’s sake!
3 for crying out loud c) a sympathetic person who listens to you
4 a shoulder to cry on d) to cry in a uncontrolled way

Tears of joy?
Complete these words that all refer to people 
crying for some reason or another.

Have you ever cried tears of joy? When?

‘I would like to thank 
my speech writer …’

s  b b  n g
w   p  n g
s n  v  l l  n g
b l  b b  n g

Did you know?

1  Three films hold the record for the 

most Oscars (eleven) – Ben-Hur, 

Titanic and The Return of the King.

2  The longest standing ovation 

(five minutes) during an Oscar 

ceremony was for Charlie Chaplin 

in 1972. 

3  In 1985 the film The Color Purple 

received eleven nominations but 

didn’t win any Oscars.

4  No one knows why the golden 

statue is called an Oscar.

‘ ’
The movies are the only business where you can   
                            go out front and applaud yourself. 

Will Rogers (American comedian, 1879–1935)
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4d Speech!

Speaking in public
Making a speech to a large number of people is very different from speaking to one other person. 
Which of the following generally apply to one person (O) or a group of people (G)?

 It is interactive.

 It’s easy to make eye contact.

 It’s unusual to get interrupted.

 There is often a structure to what you say, with a clear beginning, middle and end.

 You freely use colloquial language.

 You usually need to prepare what you are going to say.

Speech awards
Give out some awards! 

• The most boring speech I have ever been forced to listen to was ...

• The best public speaker I have ever heard was ...

• The speaker I would most like to hear (living, dead, real or fictional) is ...

Diary
Imagine you have been asked to make a 30 minute 
speech to the whole school/workplace where you are. 
What preparation would you do for the speech?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand a lecture on a familiar topic.
 I can process information whilst listening to a series of talks.
 I can understand different uses of must, might, may and could.
 I can use modal verbs to talk about the present and the past.

2�2�

Did you know?
Glossophobia is the fear of speaking in public. It is a very widespread fear, affecting a large percentage of people. 

Emmeline (Emily) Pankhurst 
(1858–1928) was one of the 
founders of the British suffragette 
movement. Her name, more than 
any other, is associated with the 
struggle for the vote for women.
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand coherence and cohesion in a text.
 I can use defining and non-defining relative clauses to show the 

relevance of extra information.
 I can discuss successful business people and entrepreneurs.
 I can make notes while listening to a recording.

‘ ’Your most unhappy customers are your greatest source of learning.
Bill Gates (Chairman of Microsoft, 1955–)

Business values
Rank these qualities and skills of a business person from 1 (the most important) to 
6 (the least important).

 the ability to spot new business opportunities

 a sense of what is morally right and wrong

 being able to negotiate well

 the skill of making a profit out of everything

 an awareness of the environment as well as your company’s needs

 good people skills

A businessperson I admire
Which businessperson do you most admire? Why?

Business phrasal verbs
Complete the phrasal verbs in the story. 
Which word is used three times?

It took me a long time to come  with an 

idea for my new business. In the end, I decided 

to set  a company that would distribute 

toys around Europe. Unfortunately it wasn’t 

very successful and I had to lay  half my 

staff after a few months. However, the business 

was then taken  by an Australian firm and 

I ended  with a lot more money than I’d 

invested in the beginning!

Buy a large 
business ... and just 

wait a while.

I’d like to own 
a small business. 

What’s the best way 
to do that?
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5b A new business

Business collocations
Make five common business expressions.

                           

Diary
Have you ever conducted business in English? Do you think you will have to in the future? How 
important will English be for you throughout your working life?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information from a listening.
 I can use different intonation patterns in question tags to check or question.
 I can use a set of words related to setting up a business. 
 I can present a product to potential investors.

business

capital figures

market niche

plan

product

research

sales

start-up

‘ ’Business? It’s quite simple. It’s other people’s money.
Alexandre Dumas (French writer, 1802–1870)

Did you know?The world’s most profitable business 
is Exxon Mobil, the American oil and gas company. In 2005 its profits 
were $36.13 billion. This is more than the entire economies of 125 of the 184 countries ranked by the World Bank. 

Currencies on columns of 
the New York Stock Exchange.
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Housework
Tell the truth! When was the last time you:

Describe your attitude to housework.

Flat share
Could you share a flat with someone who was really untidy … or really tidy? What problems would 
you envisage?

5c Women’s work?

2�

Date: 

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can predict the content of a text from the title and the first paragraph.
 I can check a text for relevant information.
 I can argue for and against an opinion in order to come to a decision as a group.
 I can use intensifying adverbs to emphasize certain adjectives.

Intensifying adverbs
Complete these sentences so that they are true for you.

1 I think it’s perfectly normal to .

2 I was bitterly disappointed when .

3 I am vehemently opposed to .

4 I am only vaguely aware of the arguments about .

Men and washing
A woman was sick of her teenage son never doing any work around the house so she told him that he had to wash his own clothes for two weeks. On Saturday evening she saw him carry all his dirty clothes into the room with the washing machine. A few minutes later he called out, ‘I don’t know what setting to use on the washing machine.’ ‘Just look at your shirt,’ she called back. ‘What does it say on it?’ ‘Er ... Arsenal FC,’ he replied.

took out the rubbish?

cooked supper for someone else?

ironed your own clothes?

ironed someone else’s clothes?

did the dishes?
cleaned the bathroom?
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5d Sexual discrimination

1974189419631988

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand and summarize a speaker’s main argument.
 I can understand specific information in a listening.
 I can put forward and uphold my opinions on a familiar topic.
 I can talk about hypothetical past situations.

Gender neutral vocabulary

Can you guess what these words might replace?

barista     room   attendant     letter   carrier     waitron

Discrimination
Have you, or anyone you know, been a 
victim of any form of discrimination?
What happened? How was it resolved, 
if at all?

Diary
At Advanced level the course only provides a portion of what you need to keep improving your 
English. What other things are you doing / could you be doing?

Did you know?

Can you write the dates in the gaps?

a) Isabel Peron of Argentina became the world’s 

first female president in .

b) Annie Londonderry became the first woman to 

cycle round the world in .

c) Helen Thayer became the first woman to reach 

the magnetic North Pole solo in .

d) Valentina Tereshkova became the first woman in 

space in .
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THE TALKS ARE DEADLOCKED AND 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHEN A 

BREAKDOWN WILL COME.

Forty prisoners escaped in a mass breakup from a military prison.
She moved to London after the 
breakthrough of her marriage.

HE’S SUFFERING FROM 

A NERVOUS BREAKOUT.

Alternative ways to keep fit
These are some of the methods people are turning to in order to 
keep fit. Which would you like to try? Why?

boxing   belly-dancing   trapeze   trampoline

Watch those calories!
Eating healthily will help you to keep fit. Rank these healthy foods from 1 (containing the most 
calories) to 5 (containing the least calories).

  oranges    cucumbers    bananas    kidney beans    grapes

Nouns from phrasal verbs
The nouns from phrasal verbs in these sentences are in the wrong place. Correct them.

Diary
There’s a saying that goes ‘a healthy body = a healthy mind’. In what ways could you keep your 
body healthy when you need to be alert, e.g. during exam time or a stressful time at work?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand details in a text.
 I can present and support my opinions in a conversation.
 I can form nouns from phrasal verbs.
 I can discuss exercise and fitness.

1

3

2

4
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information in an interview programme.
 I can use the passive voice dependent on context.
 I can use a set of collocations related to the body.
 I can listen and identify examples of intrusive sounds.

My body & me
For each clue, find an answer by combining two words from the box.

1  Getting these is said to indicate that you are mature and intelligent.
2  If you want to feel the sand between your toes, walk along the seashore with these.
3 I’ve had a terrible cold for two weeks and I still have this.
4 She has been reading by candlelight for hours and now has this.
5 I’ve broken my leg so I have to wear this.
6 I shouldn’t have eaten that hot curry! I feel ill and have this.

Doctor! Doctor!
There is a whole genre of jokes beginning with these two words. Here are some favourite ones.

Now make up your own:

Doctor, doctor, I’ve hurt 
my leg in several places.
Well, stop going there!

Doctor, 
doctor, 

I feel 
like 

a pack 
of play

ing card
s.

I’ll deal
 with y

ou later.
Doctor, doctor, I think I’m a pair of curtains.
Pull yourself together!

Doctor, doctor,

Tooth tales
• In the US, UK and some other countries, when children lose a tooth, they place it under their pillow at night and in the morning they find that the tooth fairy has replaced it with some money.
• Blue toothbrushes are much more popular than red ones!
• Prince Charles, the heir to the British throne, has an employee whose job includes putting the toothpaste on his boss’s toothbrush.

‘ ’
Last night I accidentally left my electric toothbrush switched on. 

When I went into the bathroom this morning, I’d never seen it so clean!
  Anonymous

9781405095853.indd   31 19/11/07   13:38:02



6c Childcare

32

Date: 

Strange	but	true
In British English people say ‘I couldn’t care less’ when they are emphasizing that they think something is extremely unimportant. In American English they say ‘I could care less’ to mean the same thing. The American version is illogical. Think about it.

Care
Circle the correct alternative.

1 When you’re past caring, you feel extremely 
worried / are no longer interested.

2 A carefree person feels happy and without 
problems / tired and unhappy.

3 The question Would you care for a drink? 
is informal and rude / formal and polite.

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can check facts and ideas in a text.
 I can understand and use a set of phrases containing the word care.
 I can discuss the pros and cons of adoption.
 I can discuss the potential problems of adapting to life in another country.

Related words
Match these words to their meanings.

1 surrogate    mother a) not your adopted parent but your real one
2 foster    parent b) someone who gives birth to a baby for someone else
3 birth    parent c) someone who looks after a child    for   a   period    of    time

Some famous adoptees
Their names and surnames have got mixed up. Can you unscramble them?

Nancy Lennon   Marilyn Clinton   John Monroe   Bill Reagan

Diary
You are almost half way through the course. Write a summary 
of what you have found the most useful to date.
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand details in a description of a company.
 I can understand and use complex passive constructions.
 I can give generalized facts or opinions using passive forms of verbs like believe 

and expect.
 I can give detailed information about my country with regard to a familiar topic.

 

Baby thoughts
Do you agree with any of these quotations? Why or why not?

Babysitting
How would you deal with these babysitting problems?

Passives
Can you find at least three possible words for each gap?

1 I had my wallet  at the cinema last night.

2 Could you get the car  while we’re away on holiday?

3 The tribe is thought to have  on this site 700 years ago.

4 This wall is very ugly. It needs to be .

You don’t have a baby. 
The baby has you.

Babies are loud, 
annoying, dirty and 
very expensive.

Babies are a nice 
way to start people.

A baby is God’s 
opinion that the world 

should go on.

3	 A	six-year-old	child	keeps	getting	out	of	bed	and	telling	you	that	he	has	to	take	some	medicine	every	night.	The	parents	didn’t	mention	anything	about	this.

1	 A	twelve-month-old	baby	wakes	up	

ten	minutes	after	her	parents	leave	and	

doesn’t	stop	screaming.	The	parents’	

mobile	number	doesn’t	seem	to	work.

2	 The	parents	said	they’d	be	back	

by	midnight.	It’s	now	6	a.m.	and	

you	need	to	leave	to	go	to	work.

People who say they sleep like babies obviously don’t have any.
Anonymous

6d Babysitting
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Me at school
Describe your own behaviour at school. 
(Well-behaved? Trouble-maker? Teacher’s pet? Disruptive?)

Punishment
What kind of punishment did students at your secondary 
school receive for misbehaving? Give examples. 
Did you think their punishments were fair? Why or why not?

Diary
Do you find you study better on your own or in study groups? Why do you think this is? Where do 
you study best: in a library, in a café, at home?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can differentiate between different opinions on a given topic.
 I can understand coherence in a reading text.
 I can use ellipsis in speech and writing to avoid unnecessary repetition.
 I can deduce the meaning of unknown words in a text from their context.

9781405095853.indd   34 19/11/07   13:38:07



Date: 

3�

7b Rudeness
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand a fast-paced discussion between three native speakers.
 I can understand when unstressed words are omitted at the beginning of sentences.
 I can understand a set of words related to manners and rudeness.
 I can choose from a set of options and give reasons for my choice.

Rude or not?
Rank these actions from 1 (extremely rude) to 5 (the least rude).

 not covering your mouth when you cough or sneeze

 belching loudly after finishing a restaurant meal

 talking on a mobile while completing a transaction in a shop

 putting your feet on the seat opposite on a bus or train

 pushing in at the front of a long queue

What other things do you consider to be extremely rude?

Anti-social behaviour
Is anti-social behaviour a big problem in your country? What laws are there to combat this? Do 
they seem to work?

Did you know?
In the UK, an ASBO – Anti-Social Behaviour Order – pronounced /"aez beu/ is a civil order 

made against a person who has been anti-social. The government defines this as ‘conduct 

which caused or was likely to cause harm, harassment or distress to one or more persons 

not of the same household.’ Typically ASBOs have been for things such as vandalism, 

abusive behaviour, harassment, illegal raves, begging, etc. However, they have also been 

issued for less conventional bad behaviour, e.g. the case of the 87-year-old man ordered 

not to shout, swear or make ‘sarcastic remarks to his neighbours or their visitors’.

Rudeness is the weak man’s imitation of strength.
Eric Hoffer (American writer, 1902–1983)
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can read and summarize an extract from a novel.
 I can use participle clauses as an alternative to relative clauses.
 I can use participle clauses in place of conjunctions and to 

describe the cause or result of something.
 I can understand and use the words for different literary genres.

 

Crime stories
What is the best crime story you have ever read or watched? Who was the detective? What was 
the crime? How was it solved? 

Mixed-up detectives
Match these detectives with their creators and some story locations.

1 Hercule Poirot a) Colin Dexter i) Rue Morgue, Paris

2 Sherlock Holmes b) Bob Kane ii) Orient Express Train,

3 Philip Marlowe c) Raymond Chandler  The Nile, etc.

4 Auguste Dupin d) Arthur Conan Doyle iii) Gotham City 

5 Inspector Morse e) Edgar Allen Poe iv) London, Dartmoor,   etc.

6 Batman f) Agatha Christie v) Oxford

   vi) Los Angeles

Participle clauses
Complete these sentences about your week. 

1 Having 
 .
2 Not wanting to 
 .
3 When asked 
 .

Whodunnit?
The word whodunnit (US: whodunit) is quite an odd piece of language. It is a contracted 
way of saying Who done it? which is itself a 
grammatically incorrect version of the question Who did it? This refers to a type of detective 
fiction where the reader is curious to find out who did the crime. Some writers have created variations on this genre, for example, the 
Whydunnit and the Howdunnit.
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand radio news reports.
 I can present and support my opinions in a conversation about current affairs.
 I can give detailed information about my country’s policies with regard to a familiar topic.
 I can identify the noun forms of verbs related to crime.

Crime verbs
These verbs can all happen to a criminal. Put them in order from first to last.

 convict    arrest    charge    sentence    try

Criminals & their crimes
Write the crimes.

 thief                arsonist                assailant                fraudster                shoplifter

Now choose one of the criminals and invent a short story about him/her using the crime 
verbs above.

Diary
What is the most interesting thing to happen in your English class this year?

If England treats her criminals the way she has treated me,  
she doesn’t deserve to have any.

Oscar Wilde (Irish playwright, 1854–1900)
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Joke
A horse goes into a bar and the barman asks, ‘Why the long face?’

   
  c

lean-legged • round-haired • blue-shouldere
d • snub-eyed • curly-nosed • long-s

haven  

‘ ’‘

Appearance
The first words in these compound adjectives are all in the wrong place. Correct them.

   

Character 
Write a description of the main character in the last book you read. 

Some proverbs relating to appearance
Explain what these proverbs mean.

You can’t judge a book by its cover. Beauty is only skin deep.
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Love is blind.

Diary
Has any of the grammar in the coursebook caused you any problems? 
What grammar is easy for you now?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand unfamiliar vocabulary in a reading passage from context.
 I can understand details in extracts from two different novels.
 I can describe people using complex adjectives.
 I can use noun phrases in descriptions.

 A signature always reveals a man’s character  
– and sometimes even his name.

Evan Esar (American humorist, 1899–1995)
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‘ ’A sister shares childhood memories and grown-up dreams.
Anonymous

   
  c

lean-legged • round-haired • blue-shouldere
d • snub-eyed • curly-nosed • long-s

haven  

  3
 Fou

r 

br
oth

ers
 an

d 

sis
ter

s d
isc

ov
er

 

a l
an

d w
he

re 
it 

is 
alw

ay
s w

int
er.

 

1 A farm boy from a planet with two
suns fights with his sister (although he
doesn’t realize she’s his sister) against
an evil army led by his father (although 

he doesn’t realize he’s his father).

   2 Two very d
iffe

ren
t-

looking men disc
ove

r

that they were

separated at birth
.

4 The   youngest    brother

doesn’t want to get

involved in the family crime

business – but changes his mind

when his father is shot.

5  A mother believes that her five daughters’ main aim in life should be to find good husbands.

lack tendency streak suffer nature attitudesense type

Character
Describe your own character using at least five of the words in the box. 

My siblings
Do you feel that you received more, less or different attention 
than your siblings? Do you think your parents’ expectations 
were different for different siblings? 

Some famous films about brothers and sisters
Match these films to the descriptions. 

Pride and Prejudice    Star Wars    The Godfather   
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe     Twins

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand a fast-paced discussion between three native speaker friends.
 I can present and support my opinions in a conceptual discussion.
 I can use word stress accurately in nouns and verbs with the same spelling.
 I can use a set of words related to character traits.
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The characteristics of a good friend
Rank these characteristics in order of importance for you from 
1 (the most important) to 5 (the least important).

 generosity  humour  appearance 

 loyalty  sensitivity

Now write a short description of something your best friend 
did which illustrates one of the characteristics above.

Friends & enemies
Which of these adjectives go with friend and which with enemy?

lifelong   close   sworn   deadly   dear

Diary
Do you find it easy to have conversations and make friends with people in English? Is your 
English fluent enough to keep up with the conversation or do you sometimes get a bit lost?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify details and ideas in a text.
 I can present and support my opinions in a discussion about relationships.
 I can use adverbs and adverbial phrases to express my attitude.
 I can use a set of words related to relationships.

It is easier to forgive an enemy than to forgive a friend.
William Blake (British poet & painter, 1757–1827)
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can differentiate between different opinions on a given topic.
 I can recognize and use discourse markers to structure my speech.
 I can present and support my opinions in a conversation.
 I can understand and use adverbs with two forms.

Speed dating
Have you ever speed dated? Would you ever? Why or why not? 
What chances do you think there are of meeting the love of 
your life at a speed dating event?

Being single
What are the advantages and disadvantages of being single?

Unmarried America
Which, if any, of these facts about the USA surprises you? Is there a similar situation in 
your country?

Adverbs
The two missing words in each sentence are two different forms of an adverb. 
Can you fill them in?

1 She works very  but her sister  does anything.

2 I’m sorry. I’ll have to cut this meeting  but I’ll speak to you . 

3 You’ve been  for work far too often .

• There are 89 million unmarried adults in the USA.
• Singles make up more than 40% of the adult population.
• About 40% of the workforce are unmarried.
• It is estimated that 10% of adults will never marry.

9781405095853.indd   41 19/11/07   13:38:20



9a A place called home

�2

Date: 

‘ ’

Dream home
Imagine your most amazing dream home. List some 
features it would have under these headings:

Architecture:

Decoration:

E uipment:

An annoying person
Think of someone who annoys you. Complete these sentences about them.

1 He / She will always .

2 He / She would never .

3 He / She wouldn’t care if .

Home is not where you live but where they understand you.
Christian Morgenstern (German author & poet, 1871–1914)

Famous modern architects
Here is some information about two more famous architects.

• Philip Johnson (1906–2005) was a very influential US 
architect. His most famous buildings included ‘The Glass 
House’ (mainly made of glass!) and the AT&T skyscraper in 
New York which had a top like an old-fashioned wardrobe!

• Richard Rogers (1933–) is a British architect, responsible 
for many famous buildings around the world including the 
Pompidou Centre in Paris, the Millennium Dome (now the 
02 arena) in London and new airport terminals in Madrid 
and London.

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can find detailed information in a text.
 I can present and support my opinions in a meeting.
 I can use modal verbs to clarify the intention behind a statement or a question.
 I can deduce the meaning of words in a text from their context.

‘I think I’ve discovered a small problem.’
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To rent or to buy?
Four of these words or expressions are associated with renting a 
house (R) and four with buying a house (B). Which are which?

landlord   mortgage   freehold   agency   
repayment   interest   deposit   payment   in   advance

What are the advantages and disadvantages of owning your own home? 
What about renting?

Making your home secure
Rank these methods for securing your home in order of effectiveness from 1 (the most effective) 
to 5 (the least effective).

 buy a large, ferocious dog

 install a burglar alarm

 live    on the top    floor    of a block of    flats

 install timers on your lights

 put locks on your windows

Diary
You are just over two thirds of the way through the book. 
How is the course going? What things in the book do you like the most?

Did you know?
• Spain has the highest rate of home ownership in Europe at 85%.
• By contrast 57% of Germans live in rented accommodation.• The average house price in the UK increased by an average of 187% from 1996 to 2007.

‘This isn’t what I 
understood by getting 
on the property ladder.’

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand opinions expressed in a radio programme.
 I can express and respond to doubts.
 I can describe living arrangements.
 I can talk about an issue in current affairs.
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand unfamiliar words from their context.
 I can explain my choices to others.
 I can use inversion to add emphasis.
 I can write a series of complaints using inversion for emphasis.

Tobago
Only one of the following sentences is not true. Which one?

An eco holiday
Have you ever considered going on an eco holiday? Why or why not? If yes, where would you go?

Reorder
The words in these sentences have been mixed up. Write the correct sentences using the first 
word given.

1 delicious such eaten never I bread before have
 Never  .
2 visitors no must the on animals account feed 
 On  .
3 find old this rarely clever do a year five as as you
 Rarely   .

Ideal holiday
Which do you prefer: a summer or a winter holiday? an active or a relaxing holiday? a holiday 
with family or going away with friends? Describe your ideal two-week holiday.

1 Tobago is not a country. It is an island in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

2 Tobago is less than 45 kilometres long and 10 kilometres wide.

3 The capital of Tobago is called Scarborough (the same name as a UK seaside town).

4 The word tobacco comes from the name Tobago.

5 The most dangerous native animal on Tobago is the all-yellow Tobagan Tiger.

6 Tobago has a natural rainforest.

Factfile
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travel voyage journey trip

‘ ’I dislike feeling at home when I am abroad.
George Bernard Shaw (Irish dramatist, 1856–1950)

Travel words
Complete the sentences with the words in 
the box.

         

1 He’s away on a business .

2 They say that  broadens the 
mind.

3 Fourteen hours? What a long !

4 The  from Southampton to 
New York lasted seven days.

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can differentiate between different opinions on a given topic.
 I can form adjectives using particles.
 I can use vague language when I feel unsure or cannot remember something.
 I can express preferences and give reasons for my choices.

’

My travels
Where is the most interesting place you have 
ever been to? Where would you most like to visit? 
Where would you never like to visit again?

Ways to get there
What is your favourite and least favourite 
method of travelling? Why? 

Diary
How easy do you find it to integrate the speech features 
like those in lesson 9D into your spoken language? 
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10a Turning out well
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Date: 

����

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can extract the main ideas from a complex text.
 I can tell an anecdote.
 I can use a set of expressions related to success.
 I can explain a list of choices to others.

 Turning out well Turning out well

I can extract the main ideas from a complex text.I can extract the main ideas from a complex text.

 I can use a set of expressions related to success. I can use a set of expressions related to success.

Swimmer Gertrude Ederle, covered in lard and 

petroleum to protect her from the cold water before 

swimming the English Channel, August 16th 1926.

Feats of endurance
Imagine that you have to attempt a feat
of endurance, e.g. swim the English Channel (33km). 
What would you do and why?

Why do they do it?
Can you explain these expressions?

1 adrenaline rush 3 self-discovery
2 ‘because it’s there’ factor  4 sense of achievement

All’s well that ends well
Think of an occasion when things looked as if they were 
going badly wrong for you but you managed to turn things 
around in the end. What happened?

Diary
Describe an aspect of English (e.g. a complex grammatical point) that used to cause you 
problems but doesn’t any more. What did you do to overcome the difficulty?
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10b What is success?

do looks put make up up up with with away for to

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can differentiate between different opinions on a given topic.
 I can understand and use different aspects of the future tense.
 I can use contrastive stress to correct previous information or disagree.
 I can understand and use a set of three-part phrasal verbs.

‘ ’
                            Success consists of going from failure to 
  failure without loss of enthusiasm.
 Winston Churchill (British Prime Minister during the Second World War, 1874–1965)

How to be successful at work

• Never walk down a corridor without a document in your hand. 

You will always look important.

• Never answer your phone. You will appear to be very busy.

• Always make people wait at least twenty minutes when they come 

for an appointment. They will think your work is very demanding.

• Never look up from your computer when people ask you a question. 

They will be certain that you are engrossed in a tricky problem 

(not deep in the game you are actually playing).

Success
What are the achievements in your own life that you are most pleased about?

Three-part phrasal verbs
Find three words in the box to complete each sentence.

                                 

1 We hope that this discount will  your inconvenience.

2 Edith really  her mother because she has achieved so much.

3 I don’t have to  this rudeness any longer.

4 The government is planning to  fishing licences.

Futures
Write some sentences for the following.

• a prediction about the future • a hope
• a scheduled event in the near future • something that is due to happen
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10c Going wrong?
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Can do (tick ✓)
 I can verify information in a newspaper article.
 I can relate information on a current issue to my own country.
 I can give hypothetical opinions.
 I can discuss television viewing habits.

Guy Goma’s dilemma
What should Guy Goma from the article in lesson 10C have done? Divide these words and 
expressions into two groups: 1 tell the truth; 2 continue the pretence.

   come clean     bluff     improvise     be honest     try    to   wing   it

Have you ever been in a situation of mistaken identity? What happened?

The BBC & other broadcasters
The BBC is the British Broadcasting Corporation but where are these other English-language 
TV companies from?

ABC  NBC  CBC  SABC  RTE
Choose from: Ireland, the USA, Australia, South Africa and Canada.

Diary
What opportunities do you have to speak English outside the classroom? Do you speak English at 
work/college or do you have English-speaking friends?
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Date: 

10d A stabbing incident

‘ ’
a famous company or 

individual that went bankrupt

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand a complex sequence of events in a narrative.
 I can narrate a complex sequence of events.
 I can use modal verbs to clarify the intention behind a statement or a question.
 I can use must, need and should to talk about the past.

When I was young ...
Complete these sentences so that they are true for you.

1 When I was young I wasn’t allowed to  
but I had to .

2 My parents warned me never to .

3 It must’ve been very annoying for my parents whenever I  
.

4 I didn’t need to .

I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.
Thomas Edison (American inventor and businessman, 1847–1931)

Three famous plays
Can you name these three famous plays?

a plan that ended up as 

a complete washout a box-office 
flop

an	event	that	was	

a	total	shambles

1 An old king decides to divide his land 
between his daughters but first, he asks 
them to say how much they love him. 
Two daughters flatter him and are given 
land as a reward. One daughter refuses to 
answer and receives nothing. Too late, the 
old king realizes his foolishness and tries to 
find her to make peace.

2 Two tramps are waiting by a tree for a third 
person to arrive. He never comes.

3 An aristocratic family is forced to sell off their 
estate to pay off a mortgage. At the end of the 
play the fruit trees are cut down.

Failure
Think of a famous example for each of these:
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11a A sight for sore eyes
Can do (tick ✓)

 I can understand an English poem with some vocabulary help.
 I can discuss questions relating to art and culture.
 I can identify the stressed syllables in a poem.
 I can use a set of descriptive verbs.

‘Now that’s what I call 
a site for sore eyes.’

Poetry
Do you ever read poetry? Why or why not? 

Write your own poem
The poem Daffodils is one of the most parodied works of English 
literature. (There is even a rap version!) You can make your own 
parody too. Just fill in the blanks.

I wandered lonely as a 

That  on high o’er  and ,

When all at once I saw a ,

A , of  ;

Beside the , beneath the ,

ing and ing in the 

Diary
How much writing do you do in English? What kind of writing do you do the most? What do you 
find difficult to write? 
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11b Affordable art

‘ ’
Abstract art is a product of the untalented, sold 

by the unprincipled to the utterly bewildered.
Al Capp (US cartoonist, 1909–1979)

‘ ’
Art is making something out of nothing  

and selling it.
Frank Zappa (US rock musician, 1940–1993)

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand details in a television/radio interview.
 I can present and support my opinions in a formal discussion.
 I can use determiners and quantifiers for referring and quantifying.
 I can understand and use a set of prepositional phrases.

Some famous galleries
Where are they? Match the galleries and museums to the places.

1 the Guggenheim St Petersburg
2 the Hermitage Madrid
3 the Prado London
4 the Tate Modern Paris
5 the Louvre Bilbao

Artist
Who is your favourite artist? Why do you like their work? Do you have prints of any of their work 
in your home?

Last exhibition
What was the last exhibition you went to? Who was the artist? What were your impressions of 
their work?

Some quotations about art
Do you agree with these quotations? Why or why not?
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11c The sound of silence

�2�2

Sounds
Name two sounds that you might hear in each of these situations.

• an old haunted house (e.g. doors, floorboards)
• an anti ue clock shop (e.g. grandfather clocks, 

alarm clocks)
• a gunfight in a wild west bar (e.g. glasses, guns)
• a town centre on a windy day (e.g. windows, leaves)

A journey
Describe a familiar journey you take by the sounds that you hear along the way.

Silence
How comfortable are you with silence? Answer these questions.

1 Could you go a whole day without talking to anyone? How about a month?
2 If there was no recorded music or radio, and if all TV and films were silent, would you 

miss it?

Diary
Look back through Straightforward Advanced. Which lessons did you find the most interesting?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can understand cohesion in a reading text.
 I can make a speech which is partially improvised.
 I can describe the sound that something makes.
 I can look at a photograph and imagine what a person is thinking.
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11d The New Music Award
Can do (tick ✓)

 I can extract information from different speakers and put it into order.
 I can describe how something works.
 I can use conditional structures to hypothesize about the present and the future.
 I can use dislocation to announce a topic or clarify a meaning.

Music reviews
The following words come from two reviews of new CDs. Divide them into two groups: positive (P) 
and negative (N).

thrilling   dirge   unfocused   bold   lush   wayward   raucous   
unspeakable   cool   classic

Now write a review of the last CD you bought or album you downloaded.

Musical instruments
Do you play any musical instruments? Which, and how well? 
Are there any instruments that you would like to be able to play?

Where is the stress?
The stress on these musical terms has been marked in the 
wrong place. Can you mark it in the correct place in each case?

instrument   melody   musician   
electronic   guitarist

Dislocation
The words in these sentences have been jumbled up. 
Rewrite them using dislocation.

1 film it’s this a good

2 like that it I really song

3 interesting an that it’s uestion

‘ ’One good thing about music – when it hits you, you feel no pain.
Bob Marley (Jamaican reggae superstar, (1945–1981)

53
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12a Science fact

‘ ’

Strange English plurals
What other strange English plurals can you think of? Make a list.

Why prawns but not salmons?

Why oxen but not foxen?

Why sheep but not goat?

Why mice but not hice?

The pursuit of knowledge
It’s quite clear what a biologist studies 
but what do these zoological 
specialists study? Match them.

1 entomologist spiders
2 herpetologist insects
3 arachnologist birds
4 ornithologist snakes

Diary
You are nearly at the end of the course. Are you happy with your achievement?

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can talk about a topical issue.
 I can identify and use different plural forms.
 I can discuss conceptual issues.
 I can listen and make notes.

Did you know?
• There are 60,000 miles (96,000 km) of blood 

vessels in the human body.

• Each person sheds 18 kilos of skin during their 

lifetime.
• The average cup of coffee contains more than 

1,000 chemicals.

• More germs are transmitted through shaking 

hands than through kissing.

Science is the only true guide in life.
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (Turkish political leader, 1881–1938)
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12b Wearable technology

GAS-GUZZLING

INTERNET-CONNECTED

WAVE-GENERATED LABOUR-SAVING

STRESS-INDUCING

COMPUTER-ENHANCED

AIR-CONDITIONED
USER-CUSTOMISABLE

My gadgets
What are the most technologically advanced things in 
your home or which you carry with you?

Air guitar
You are due to give an air guitar concert to a world-wide TV audience of ten million people 
tonight. Plan your programme. What three songs will you perform? 

Positive or negative?
Imagine a product you want to buy is described with the following compound adjectives. Which 
ones do you think are positive and which negative? Which ones are debatable? Sort these terms 
according to your personal views.

New uses
Think of an imaginative new use for these technological advances.

motion detection     wireless links between different items

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can synthesize information from a text.
 I can discuss a project in a group.
 I can present a group decision in a presentation.
 I can understand and use compound adjectives.
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12c Sport technology
Can do (tick ✓)

 I can understand opinions in a television/radio discussion programme.
 I can understand and reproduce intonation used to express feelings.
 I can form verbs from nouns and adjectives using affixes.
 I can use different arguments to support an opinion.

Technology in sport
Answer some or all of these questions about technology in sport. 
Give examples to support your opinions.

• Do you think that it has ensured a greater 
degree of fairness?

• Do you think there should be restrictions on its use?
• Do you think it has made sports more or less 

interesting for spectators?

Banned practices
What technology would you like to ban in sport? Why? What banned practices, if any, would you 
like to legalize? Do you think that if the same technology were made available to all, the sport 
would be fairer?

Sporting collocations
These verbs are in the wrong sentences. Correct them.

1 Johnson committed the winning goal.
2 The referee scored a penalty.
3 The goalkeeper awarded a magnificent save.
4 He made a terrible foul.

Sporting origins
Where did these sports originate?

1 polo England   India  
2 water polo USA   Scotland 
3 ice hockey Canada   Russia  
4 beach volleyball Brazil   USA 
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12d The end?

‘ ’
Goodnight, goodnight! 
   Parting is such sweet sorrow.
Shakespeare (British poet & playwright, 1564–1616 – from Romeo and Juliet)

Can do (tick ✓)
 I can talk about my own language learning development.
 I can form nouns from adjectives and verbs.
 I can choose the correct verb form depending on the context.
 I can discuss the suitability of photographs.

Endings
The following are all anagrams of words connected with endings. Unscramble the anagrams.

1 a goodbye to someone RELWEFAL 
2 the end of a bus or train line INSERTUM 
3 the complete death of a species of animal ONINETCTIX 
4 the final date when something has to be done by DINEADLE
5 the end of a cigarette TBTU 
6 a time when many people and things are destroyed OALCASEPYP 
7 the end of a working life EMENTTIRRE
8 the last part of a theatre show ILENAF 

Diary 
That’s it! It’s the end of the Straightforward course. Has your English improved? What still needs 
work? How are you going to continue learning English?
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Can you remember?
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Now that you have finished the course … how much can you remember about the 
characters and topics from Straightforward Advanced?

Don’t look back at your Student’s Book – see what you can remember!

When did the bicycle first go into 
mass production (lesson 2C)?
a 1850s
b 1890s
c 1930s

1

In 2002 which country became the 
first in the world to charge a tax on 
plastic shopping bags (lesson 3B)?
a the UK
b Germany 
c Ireland

2

How many oysters did eating 
champion Sonya Thomas eat in ten 
minutes (lesson 3C)?
a 332
b 552
c 772

3

Which actress won the best actress 
Oscar for Shakespeare in Love in 1999 
(lesson 4C)?
a Uma Thurman
b Julia Roberts
c Gwyneth Paltrow

4

Which company did Ingvar Kamprad 
found (lesson 5A)?
a IKEA
b Sony
c Nike

5

From which city did Michael Nicholson 
smuggle the orphan Natasha (lesson 
6C)?
a Baghdad
b Sarajevo
c Kabul

6

What was Le Corbusier’s profession 
(lesson 9A)?
a artist
b architect
c engineer

7

How long did it take Fogle and 
Cracknell to row across the Atlantic 
(lesson 10A)?
a 49 days
b 69 days
c 89 days

9

Where is Tobago (lesson 9C)?
a the Pacific
b the Mediterranean
c the Caribbean

8

What was the first name of the cab 
driver who was mistaken for an IT 
consultant by the BBC (lesson 10C)? 
a Gordon
b George
c Guy

10
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Grammar item For example 1 2 3
Simple & continuous verb forms. It looks as though it’s been raining 

here.
Reference & substitution He failed the exam. This came as no 

surprise.  
I don’t smoke and neither does Ella.

Gerunds & infinitives I drink coffee to keep alert at work.
Comparisons It’s not such a bad idea as it sounds.
Adding emphasis with auxiliary verbs I do like your new dress.
Cleft sentences What they did was take it with them.
Reported speech She agreed to help us.
Modals 1: must, may, might, could It could have been worse.
Relative clauses It’s something (which/that) we are 

very concerned about.
Hypothetical past situations If only you’d told me, I could have 

helped you.
Passives She is thought to have left the country.
Ellipsis I looked out of the window and saw 

a crowd of children.
Participle clauses Sue, concentrating hard on her 

studies, didn’t hear me come in.
Noun phrases picture frames, a box of matches, my 

parents’ car
Attitude adverbials She was understandably very angry.
Discourse markers for one thing, as a rule, all the same
Modals 2: will, would, shall I wouldn’t care if I never saw him 

again!
Inversion Never before had he seen anything 

so beautiful.
Futures We don’t anticipate leaving until 

tomorrow.
Modals 3: must, should, need I needn’t have cooked so much – only 

five people came.
Determiners, pronouns & quantifiers All are run by experienced 

professionals.
Hypothetical present & future situations Supposing you won it. What would 

you do?
Plurals and number United has/have lost its/their last six 

games.

You have studied the following grammar items in Straightforward Advanced.  
How confident do you feel about your own understanding and use of each one?  
(1 = I don’t know this very well.  2 = I know this fairly well.  3 = I have few problems 
with this. )
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Now I can …
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Listening 
 I can extract useful information from a 

radio interview.
 I can understand and summarize the ideas 

in extended speech.
 I can extract numbers and statistics from 

an interview.
 I can verify information from a listening.
 I can distinguish between different 

sections of a radio programme.
 I can extract general and specific 

information from a radio programme.
 I can understand a lecture on a familiar 

topic.
 I can understand and summarize a 

speaker’s main argument.
 I can understand details in a description of 

a company. 
 I can understand a fast-paced discussion 

between three native speakers.
 I can understand radio news reports.
 I can understand opinions expressed in a 

radio programme on a current issue.
 I can differentiate between different 

opinions on a given topic.
 I can understand a complex sequence of 

events in a narrative.

Speaking
 I can discuss the positive and negative 

aspects of a given situation.
 I can clarify and uphold my opinions in a 

discussion.
 I can give a detailed description of a 

method or procedure.
 I can explain my choices and justify my 

opinions.
 I can clarify and uphold my opinions in a 

formal meeting.
 I can present a proposal at a formal 

meeting.
 I can take part in an extended conversation 

about a current issue.
 I can tell an anecdote based on an event in 

my own life.
 I can put forward and uphold my opinions 

on a familiar topic.
 I can describe people using complex 

adjectives.
 I can present and support my opinions in a 

conceptual discussion.
 I can express and respond to doubts.  
 I can give hypothetical opinions.

Reading
 I can understand detailed information in an 

article. 
 I can guess unfamiliar words in an article 

from context.
 I can understand implicit meanings and 

ideas.
 I can understand the main ideas in a text.
 I can understand cohesion and coherence 

in a text.
 I can verify information in a text.
 I can distinguish between information from 

different sources.
 I can predict the content of a text from the 

title and the first paragraph.
 I can read and summarize an extract from a 

novel.
 I can find detailed information in a text.
 I can understand an English poem.

Writing
 I can write an autobiographical text.
 I can write an article for a website.
 I can write emails for work.
 I can write a narrative about someone.
 I can write a letter of complaint.
 I can write an essay expressing an opinion.
 I can use time expressions and narrative 

tenses.
 I can describe cause and effect.
 I can write a blog.
 I can use appropriate style (formal, neutral, 

informal).
 I can write an email to a friend.
 I can write a description.
 I can write a biography.
 I can express a viewpoint.
 I can write a for and against essay.
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The way forward
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What else can you do to help improve your English?

Listening
•	 Watch English movies and DVDs with English subtitles.
•	 Listen to radio news items on internet radio.

I listen to the following regularly . . .

Reading
•	 Try to read something in English every day (internet web pages, news items on 

news websites, magazine articles).
•	 Watch movies in your own language with English subtitles.

I read the following regularly . . .

Writing
•	 Write emails and text messages to your friends in English.
•	 Write messages on internet forums.

I have written these things in English recently . . .

Vocabulary
•	 Keep a vocabulary notebook. Write down interesting and useful new words that 

you meet when you read or listen to English.

I practise vocabulary by . . .

Grammar
•	 Look back over the grammar in your Student’s Book and test yourself.
•	 Practise trying to use more difficult structures when you speak English. 

I practise grammar by . . .
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Goodbye!
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To help you finish this Portfolio with a smile – here are a few puzzles. 

Which words?
Which words can go before all of the other words in each group to make new words? The first 
letter of the word is given.

1	 h 	 cut	 brush	 spray	 do			

2	 w 	 cleaner	 seat	 box	 pane			

3	 c 	 alarm	 park	 boot	sale	 pet

4	 b 	 winner	 basket	 crumb	 line

5	 m 	 age	 hole	 kind	 hunt		

6	 p 	 age	 code	 man	 script

How many words?
How many English words of three or more 
letters can you make from the letters of this 
word? Each letter may be used only once.

Example: favour

Target:  12–18 = fair
 19–24 = good

 more than 24 = excellent! 

Odd one out
Which word in each group is different from the 
others?

1	 adapt		remain		alter		transform			

2	bellow		whisper		sigh		mutter

3	jack		club		spade		heart			

4	bison		sheep		deer		geese

5	thank		third		those		thought

Riddle
Ten volumes of a dictionary are placed on a 
shelf in a library from A to Z. Each volume is  
2cm thick. A bookworm eats its way in 
a straight horizontal line starting at the 
front cover of Volume 1 and finishing at the 
back cover of Volume 10. How far does the 
bookworm travel?

FAVOURITE
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Your dossier is a collection of the work that you have done by yourself, either in class 
or at home. It is a record of your level and also of the progress that you make.

You could keep two dossiers:
• a ‘Working’ dossier for the work you do on a day-to-day basis, and 

• a ‘Showcase’ dossier for your most recent and best work.

Take photos of your 

school, classroom, 

classmates and teacher 

to decorate your 

dossier.

Divide your work 
into categories: 

• writing

• speaking

• reading

• listening

• vocabulary

• grammar

• pronunciation

• tests 

Remember to put a date on 

all your work.

Include dated ‘can do’ 

checklists in your dossier to 

record the progress you are 

making.

Put your work in a 

folder or a file to 

keep it safe.

Keep one dossier 

for each level of 

Straightforward. 

Advanced

Include recordings 

of you speaking. Use 

them to hear how your 

pronunciation, accuracy 

and fluency improve.

My dossier
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Answers
1b	 very	nearly,	roughly,	somewhere	in	the	region	of,		

around	eight	thirty,	just	before	nine	o’clock,	or	so
1c	 mandatory,	optional
1d	 innocent,	modest,	sympathetic,	productive,	equivalent,	

thorough
2a	 1	remind,	2	memorize,	3	reminisce,	4	remember	1d,	2b,	3a,	4c
3a	 I	do	enjoy	a	good	cup	of	coffee.	I	really	did	try	to	phone	you	

last	night.	Do	call	me	if	there’s	a	problem.	
3b	 1	16%	2	80%	3	50%	4	70%			1	Switzerland,		

2	The	Netherlands,	3	Germany,	4	the	UK,	5	Portugal
3c	 1	overdo,	2	overflows,	3	overgrown,	4	overact,	5	overconfident
3d	 picturesque,	adverbial,	excitable,	comprehensive/

comprehensible
4a	 1	incensed,	2	furious,	3	angry,	4	annoyed,	5	irritated
4b	 Dere	are	Tree	Tings	Dey	Tink	are	truTful.	Surely,	Se	uZually	

meaZures	these	televiZions.	Where’/z/	/s/ue’/z/	/s/ummer	
/s/uit?	Are	the/z/e	Sean’/z/	bill/z/?

4c	 1d,	2a,	3b,	4c			sobbing,	weeping,	snivelling,	blubbing
4d	 O,	O,	G,	G,	O,	G
5a	 up,	up,	off,	over,	up
5b	 start-up	capital,	market	research,	sales	figures,	niche	product
5d	 barman/barmaid,	chambermaid,	postman,	waiter/waitress			

a)	1974,	b)	1894;	c)	1988,	d)	1963
6a	 1	kidney	beans,	2	bananas,	3	oranges,	4	grapes,	5	cucumbers			

1	breakthrough,	2	breakout,	3	breakup,	4	breakdown
6b	 1	wisdom	teeth,	2	bare	feet,	3	blocked	nose,	4	eye	strain,		

5	plaster	cast,	6	upset	stomach
6c	 1	are	no	longer	interested,	2	happy	and	without	problems,		

3	formal	and	polite			1b,	2c,	3a			Nancy	Reagan,	John	Lennon,	
Marilyn	Monroe,	Bill	Clinton	

6d	 Possible	answers:	1	stolen/taken/nicked,	2	fixed/serviced/
mended,	3	lived/dwelt/settled,	4	repainted/repaired/
redecorated

7c	 1-f-ii,	2-d-iv,	3-c-vi,	4-e-i,	5-a-v,	6-b-iii
7d	 arrest,	charge,	try,	convict,	sentence			theft,	arson,	assault,	

fraud,	shoplifting
8a	 long-legged,	round-shouldered,	snub-nosed,	curly-haired,	

blue-eyed,	clean-shaven
8b	 1	Star	Wars,	2	Twins,	3	The	Lion,	the	Witch	and	the	Wardrobe,	

4	The	Godfather,	5	Pride	and	Prejudice
8c	 friend:	lifelong,	close,	dear;		enemy:	sworn,	deadly
8d	 1	hard,	hardly		2	short,	shortly			3	late,	lately
9b	 R:	landlord,	agency,	deposit,	payment	in	advance				

B:	mortgage,	freehold,	repayment,	interest
9c	 5	(The	tiger	is	completely	imaginary!)			

1	Never	before	have	I	eaten	such	delicious	bread.			
2	On	no	account	must	visitors	feed	the	animals.			
3	Rarely	do	you	find	a	five-year-old	as	clever	as	this.

9d	 1	trip,	2	travel,	3	journey,	4	voyage
10a	 1	a	feeling	of	intense	excitement,	2	a	challenge,	3	finding	

out	what	you	can	or	can’t	do,	4	a	feeling	you	have	done	
something	good

10b	 1	make	up	for,	2	looks	up	to,	3	put	up	with,	4	do	away	with
10c	 1	come	clean,	be	honest			2	bluff,	improvise,	try	to	wing	it			

ABC	–	Australia,	NBC	–	USA,		CBC	–	Canada,	SABC	–	South	
Africa,	RTE	–	Ireland

10d	 1	King	Lear	(William	Shakespeare),	2	Waiting	for	Godot	
(Samuel	Becket),	3	The	Cherry	Orchard	(Anton	Chekov)

11b	 1	Bilbao,	2	St	Petersburg,	3	Madrid,	4	London,	5	Paris
11d	 P:	thrilling,	bold,	lush,	cool,	classic			N:	dirge,	unfocused,	

wayward,	raucous,	unspeakable			instrument,	melody,	
musician,	electronic,	guitarist			1	It’s	a	good	film,	this.		
2	I	really	like	it,	that	song.	3	It’s	an	interesting	question,	that.

12a	 1	insects,	2	snakes,	3	spiders,	4	birds
12c	 1	scored,	2	awarded,	3	made,	4	committed				

1	India,	2	Scotland,	3	Canada,	4	USA
12d	 1	farewell,	2	terminus,	3	extinction,	4	deadline,	5	butt,		

6	apocalypse,	7	retirement,	8	finale

Can you	remember?
1b,	2c,	3b,	4c,	5a,	6b,	7b,	8c,	9a,	10c	
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Goodbye	
Which	words?	1	hair,	2	window,	3	car,	4	bread,		
5	man,	6	post	
How	many	words?	Answers	include:	aft,	after,	
air,	are,	art,	ate,	ear,	eat,	fair,	fare,	fat,	fate,	
favour,	fear,	feat,	fir,	fit,	fort,	four,	irate,	oar,	over,	
overt,	raft,	rate,	rave,	rite,	rota,	tear,	tore,	tour,	
vote,	voter	
Odd	one	out:	1	remain,	2	bellow,	3	jack,	4	geese,	
5	those	
Riddle:	16cm	(If	the	books	are	in	the	correct	
order,	the	front	cover	of	Volume	1	and	the	back	
cover	of	Volume	10	are	both	on	the	inside	so		
20	–	4	=	16)
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