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10b	 International aid
Speaking
1	 Read the information below from the 

European Union.

© EUROPEAN UNION, 2010 (EU CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS)

In the year 2000, the European Union (EU) 
joined world leaders at the United Nations 
Millennium Summit in a pledge to reduce 
global poverty and save millions of lives. 
Leaders of 189 countries agreed on eight 
specific goals to be achieved by 2015:

 Eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger

 Achieve universal primary education

 Promote gender equality and 
empower women

 Reduce child mortality

 Improve maternal health

 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 
diseases

 Ensure environmental sustainability

 Develop a global partnership for 
development

2	 Work in small groups. Discuss the 
questions.

•	 Which	of	the	goals	in	the	list	in	exercise	1	
can,	in	your	opinion,	be	achieved?	Why	or	
why	not?

•	 Put	the	goals	in	order	of	priority	(1=most	
important,	8=least	important).

Reading
1	 Read the article and choose the best answer 

to the question in the title, a, b or c.

a	 No,	not	at	all.
b	 Yes,	it	always	helps.
c	 It	depends	how	the	money	is	spent.

2	 Read the article again and match the 
headings a–e to the paragraphs 1–5.

a	 Criticisms
b	 Facts	and	figures
c	 Progress
d	 Talks	begin
e	 Towards	a	solution

EU countries give over €53 billion in aid each year.
DOES DEVELOPMENT AID ACTUALLY HELP?

 Each year, the US gives about $28 billion in international 
development aid, and countries like Germany and France 
contribute about $12 billion. Now, the United Nations wants 
richer countries to increase aid spending to 0.7% of their 
national income.[1] But with the Eurozone in crisis, some 
European countries are now giving lower priority to international 
aid, and some people are also asking if this aid is a good 
thing at all.

 As far back as the 1980s, some researchers claimed that they 
could find no correlation between aid and economic growth 
in developing countries.[2] They argued that aid did not lead 
to greater investment, but simply encouraged more spending. 
The economist Peter Bauer, for example, said that aid was just 
a way to take money from poor people in rich countries and 
hand it to rich people in poor countries.[3] There were other 
criticisms. Unwanted farm produce from rich countries was 
dumped on poorer countries, damaging local agriculture. Aid 
contracts were awarded to western companies as a way of 
giving support to these firms. And the aid projects were not 
always what the poorer countries wanted or needed.

 It was clear that the world needed to give more thought to the 
best ways to help poorer nations. Defenders of international 
aid pointed out that aid programmes had worked in some 
countries, giving the examples of South Korea and Brazil.[4] 
Why did aid give some countries the chance to move towards 
economic independence, but not others?

 In 2005, the International Paris Forum on Aid Effectiveness, 
organized by the OECD, gave both rich and poor countries the 
opportunity to discuss the issues. They agreed that there was 
a problem. The Forum established a number of principles for 
making aid more effective. Participants at the Forum said that 
developing countries had to decide on their own priorities, that 
aid-givers needed to work more closely together, and that the 
results of aid programmes should be carefully measured.[5]

 All the evidence suggests that good progress has been 
made. But now that the money is being spent in more 
effective ways, there is less money available.[6] Countries 
like Greece can no longer afford to provide aid as they did 
in the past. Other countries give promises of aid, but fail to 
hand over the money. The poorest of the poor are becoming 
poorer.
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3	 Find words in the article that match the 
definitions 1–5.

1	 the	importance	that	you	give	to	something	that	
must	be	done	(paragraph	1)

2	 connection	or	relationship	between	things	
(paragraph	2)

3	 threw	away	something	that	you	no	longer	
wanted	or	needed	(paragraph	2)

4	 given	(paragraph	2)
5	 working	well	and	producing	the	result	that	was	

intended	(paragraph	4)

4	 Match the footnotes a–f to the numbers 1–6 in 
the article.

a	 A	small	number	of	countries,	including	
Sweden,	Norway	and	Luxembourg,	already	
give	over	1%	of	their	national	income	in	
development	aid.

b	 A	well-known	example	is	the	case	of	Zaire	
(now	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	
Congo),	which	received	billions	of	dollars	in	
international	aid.	Most	of	this	ended	up	in		
the	pockets	of	President	Mobutu,	his	family		
and	friends.

c	 In	2011,	international	development	aid	fell	for	
the	first	time	in	fifteen	years.

d	 More	recent	high-level	meetings	have	been	held	
in	Ghana	(2008)	and	South	Korea	(2011).

e	 The	two	most	well-known	studies	were	carried	
out	by	Paul	Mosley	and	Peter	Boone.	A	majority	
of	researchers	agreed	with	them.

f	 These	countries	are	now	donors	of		
development	aid.

Grammar: reporting
1	 Correct the mistakes in the sentences.

1	 The	Commissioner	said	that	the	EU	has	given	
€11	billion	in	aid	in	2010.

2	 He	explained	that	individual	EU	countries	also	
give	another	€44	billion	in	the	same	year.

3	 He	thought	that	the	results	of	the	aid	
programmes	are	very	positive.

4	 One	journalist	wanted	to	know	all	EU	countries	
would	meet	the	UN	target	of	0.7%	of	national	
income.

5	 He	replied	that	this	is	difficult	for	some	
countries	in	the	present	economic	situation.

6	 He	asked	if	the	journalists	did	have	any	further	
questions.

2	 Change the sentences in exercise 1 into direct 
speech or thought.

3	 Put the sentences into reported speech.

1	 ‘How	many	people	in	the	world	live	in	extreme	poverty?’	she	
asked.

2	 ‘There	are	about	1.4	billion	people	in	extreme	poverty,	but	
the	number	is	going	down,’	he	replied.

3	 ‘How	has	the	EU	helped	these	people?’	she	asked.
4	 ‘We	have	provided	seeds	and	tools	for	over	24	million	

people,’	he	said.
5	 ‘Are	there	other	things	that	the	EU	does?’	she	wanted	to	know.

4	 Work in pairs. How much can you remember of your 
discussion in Speaking exercise 2? Who said what?

When	we	report	someone’s	words	or	thoughts,	the	verb	
forms	often	move	into	the	past.
	 ‘There	is	a	problem.’
	 They agreed	that	was	a	problem.
	 	‘We	can	find	no	correlation	between	aid	and	growth.’
	 	They	claimed	that	they	could	find	no	correlation	between	

aid	and	growth.
Use	the	normal	word	order	of	statements	in	reported	
questions	(ie	do	not	use	the	auxiliaries	do	or	did	in	the	
present	and	past	tense).
	 They	asked	why	aid	gave	some	countries	a	chance.
	 	(Not	They	asked	why	did	aid	give	some	countries	a	chance.)
Introduce	reported	yes	/	no	questions	with	if	or	whether.
	 	He	asked	if poorer	countries	needed	some	of	these	projects.
We	do	not	need	to	change	the	verb	form	into	the	past	(1)	if	
we	report	something	that	is	still	true	or	relevant	now,	or		
(2)	if	the	reporting	verb	is	in	a	present	tense.
	 ‘Is	aid	a	good	thing	at	all?’
	 They are asking	if aid is	a	good	thing	at	all.

 See Language Reference page 104

Vocabulary: collocations with give
1	 Look at the article. Does development aid actually help? 

Underline examples of the word give and the objects of the 
verb.

2	 Choose the correct expression to complete the sentences.

1	 We	need	to	give	a	lot	more	answers	/	thought	to	the	
problems	of	the	developing	world.

2	 The	United	Nations	should	give	clear	instructions	/	responses	
to	developing	countries	about	how	to	spend	aid	money.

3	 We	should	give	priority	/	warning	to	poor	people	in	our	own	
countries	before	worrying	about	the	rest	of	the	world.

4	 Countries	that	give	advice	/	promises	of	aid	that	they	do	not	
keep	should	be	punished.

5	 It	is	not	a	good	idea	for	rich	countries	to	give	reasons	/	
support	to	poorer	countries	with	corrupt	governments.

6	 The	United	Nations	should	be	given	more	examples	/	power	
to	help	the	developing	world.

7	 If	we	do	not	give	developing	nations	the	explanation	/	
opportunity	to	say	what	they	need,	we	cannot	really	help	them.


